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Lesson 3
Sentence Fragments

Every sentence must have a subject and a predicate to express a complete
thought. The subject part of a sentence names who or what the sentence is about.
The predicate part tells what the subject does or has. It can also describe what
the subject is or is like.

SUBJECT PREDICATE
My friend Joel will play in the volleyball tournament.

A sentence fragment is a group of words that lacks a subject, a predicate, or both.
A fragment does not express a complete thought.

Will play in the volleyball tournament. (lacks a subject)

My friend Joel. (lacks a predicate)

Without a doubt. (lacks both a subject and a predicate)

Without a doubt, my friend Joel will play in the volleyball tournament.
(expresses a complete thought)

p> Exercise 1 Write sentence in the blank before each word group that expresses a
complete thought. Write fragment next to each word group that does not express a
complete thought.

_ fragment  Wore her warmest sweater.
1. The survivors of the earthquake showed great courage.
2. Caused problems everywhere.
3. Every Sunday their family went hiking.
4. Even the rain couldn’t dampen their spirits.
5. Rode calmly and quietly in the backseat.
6. Rose in the air like a bird.
7. Of his meal untouched.
8. Hundreds of firefighters fought the forest fires last summer.
9. The thought escaped him.
10. As fragile as glass.

11. In the park for our picnic.
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12. Our newspaper arrived late on Tuesday.
13. Janette, who’s coming at four.

14. Simply everywhere.

15. Postponed for the second time.

16. Ted climbed to the top of the stadium.
17. They played their very best.

18. In every nook and cranny.

19. Available at five o’clock.

20. She was preparing her résumé.

p> Exercise 2 Write a complete sentence by adding a subject, a predicate, or both to each
sentence fragment. Punctuate your sentences correctly.

Grinned and cackled. _The ugly troll grinned and cackled.

1. Marla and Kimberly.

2. On the shelves.

3. Dusted the books.

4. Maple and elm trees.

5. Greeted Eloisa.

6. At the library.

7. John Kimura the dentist.

8. Looked at Isabel.

9. Flat, sandy fields.

10. The mystery of space.

11. In the closet.

12. Busy traffic.
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13. Carmen and her sister.

14. Followed the directions.

15. Saw the falling star.

16. Around the bend.
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Lesson 4
Subjects and Predicates: Simple and Complete

Both a subject and a predicate may consist of more than one word. The complete
subject includes all of the words in the subject part of a sentence. The complete
predicate includes all of the words in the predicate part of a sentence.

COMPLETE SUBJECT COMPLETE PREDICATE
My younger brother likes alphabet soup for lunch.

The simple subject is the main word or group of words in the complete subject.
The simple predicate is the main word or group of words in the complete
predicate. The simple predicate is always a verb, a word or words that express an
action or a state of being.

SIMPLE SUBJECT SIMPLE PREDICATE
My younger brother likes alphabet soup for lunch.

p> Exercise 1 Draw a vertical line between the complete subject and the complete
predicate.

10.

11.

12.

13.

People|call Australia the continent “down under.”

. Australia is one of the most spectacular countries in the world.

. The country is both the smallest continent and the largest island.

. This small continent lies in the Southern Hemisphere.

. The coastline of Australia is irregular.

. It measures 12,210 miles.

. The island state of Tasmania once formed the southeastern corner of the mainland.
. The Great Barrier Reef continues along the eastern coast for 1,250 miles.

. Four species of coral reef compose the chain of reefs and islands.

. Australia’s western regions form a great plateau.

The climate ranges from temperate to tropical.
Forty percent of Australia has only two seasons: hot and wet or warm and dry.
The average rainfall ranges from five to fifteen inches.

Australia’s natural lakes fill with water only after heavy rains.
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

The country’s major lakes are salt water.

Most of the land is desert.

Australia’s four deserts include the Simpson, the Gibson, the Great Sandy, and the
Great Victoria.

Few rivers exist in the western part of this country.

Aqueducts and tunnels channel water from the Snowy Mountains for irrigation and
hydroelectric power in the southeast.

The Australian Alps rise to 7,310 feet in the Eastern Highlands.

Ayers Rock in central Australia is a tourist attraction.

P> Exercise 2 Draw one line under the simple subject and two lines under the simple
predicate.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

54

Australia has many unique plants and animals.

. Forests cover the east coast of Tasmania.

. The forests consist mainly of pine trees.

. The dingo is a doglike animal.

. It hunts sheep.

. Dingoes prey on kangaroos as well.

. Many people find wallabies interesting.

. They are small members of the kangaroo family.
. Wallabies belong to the marsupial order.

. Female wallabies carry their young in a pouch.

Two species of crocodiles dwell in Australia.

The Queensland lungfish has no gills.

A lungfish breathes with a single lung.

Six hundred fifty species of birds live in Australia.

One hundred species of venomous snakes lurk on the ground.
The ocean offers seventy species of sharks.

Sharks pose no threat to people in most cases.
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